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Content & Grade: 

Grade 4 Science (Sound) 

Unit Essential Question: How do people relate to sound? 

Instructional Strategies: 

- Indirect instruction: inquiry, problem 

solving 

- Interactive instruction: brainstorming, 

cooperative learning 

Outcomes: 

Outcome SO4.2: Draw conclusions about the characteristics and 

physical properties of sound, including pitch and loudness, based on 

observation. [CP, SI] 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Outcome CC4.4: Use a writing process to produce descriptive, 

narrative, and expository compositions that focus on a central idea, 

have a logical order, explain point of view, and give reasons or 

evidence. 

Indicators: 

a. Pose questions about the 

characteristics of sound (e.g., Why are 

some sounds louder than others? Why 

do sounds sound different? Why are 

some locations noisier than other 

locations?). 

l. State generalizations about the 

physical characteristics of sound, 

including pitch and loudness, learned 

through observation. 

 

d. Write clear, coherent sentences and 

paragraphs that develop a central idea. 

g. Write information reports (3-5 

paragraphs) that focus on a central 

question about an issue or situation, 

include facts and details, and draw from 

more than one source of information 

(e.g., speakers, books, newspapers, 

other sources). 

 

Cross Curricular Competencies: 

- Developing literacies 

- Developing thinking 

 

Prerequisite Learning: 

- Sound can be classified as natural or artificial, sound has many 

different meanings and purposes, sound originates from vibrating 

objects, sound travels in waves, sound travels differently through 

solids, liquids, and gases, pitch is how high or low a sound, amplitude 

is how quiet or loud a sound is, the loudness of a sound is measured 

in decibels 

 

Adaptive Dimension: 

- Students will be able to pick whatever project that they are 

interested in 

- Students are allowed to record and complete their project in 

whatever way works for them 

 



Materials & Preparation: 

Materials:  

- Inquiry booklet 

- Research tips page 

- Rubric 

- Sound books for students 

- Get tablets/computers for students to do research on 

- I will have to gather various materials for students as the project 

progresses 

Preparation:  

- Have all paper materials photocopied before lesson 

- Retrieve tablets/computers 

- Have books ready for students to use 

 

Assessment: 

- Assessment for: I will approve students’ project plans before they 

begin developing their project so they know that they are on the right 

track. Also, throughout the project I will meet with students and give 

them advice and feedback in order for them to stay on track and do 

the project to the best of their ability.  

- Assessment of: Students will be assessed using a rubric that has 

been shared with them at the beginning of the project. Students will 

be graded using an A-D scale. 

 

Class Period #1: 

Set (15 minutes) 
- Go over rubric with students (talk about expectations and make sure 

students understand the rubric) 

- Hand out “Inquiry Project Booklet” and go over it with students 

Development (40 minutes) 

- Go over “Research Tips” sheet with students and talk about how to 

research information effectively 

- Next, allow students time to meet with me and work on their topic, 

as well as begin researching for the project 

- Students can look at the books or use the tablets/computers to 

research 

Closure (5 minutes): 

- Ask students to begin to clean up  

- Tell students that they can work on their project at home if they like 

Classroom Management Strategies: 

- Have students put their hand up to 

answer questions 

 

 

- Scan room and circulate to see that  

students are on task 

- Meet with students and give them 

advice and feedback so they stay 

engaged 

 

- Remind students of what needs to be 

cleaned up 

Class Period #2: 

Set (5 minutes) 

- Tell students that we will be continuing to work on our project 

today 

- Have students get out all of their materials to work 

Development (45 minutes) 

- Allow students time to research information for their project and 

continue to complete it 

Classroom Management Strategies: 

 

 

 

 

 

- Scan room and circulate to see that  

students are on task 



- As students work I will meet with them and give them advice and 

feedback  

- Students can look at the books or use the tablets/computers to 

research 

Closure (5 minutes) 

- Ask students to begin to clean up  

- Tell students that they can work on their project at home if they like 

- Meet with students and give them 

advice and feedback so they stay 

engaged 

 

- Remind students of what needs to be 

cleaned up 

Class Period #3: 

Set (5 minutes) 

- Tell students that we will be continuing to work on our project 

today 

- Have students get out all of their materials to work 

Development (45 minutes) 

- Allow students time to research information for their project and 

continue to complete it 

- In this period students should be beginning to do their final copy of 

their project, as well as getting their materials and presentation ready 

Closure (5 minutes) 

- Ask students to begin to clean up  

- Tell students that they can work on their project at home if they like 

Classroom Management Strategies: 

 

 

 

 

- Scan room and circulate to see that  

students are on task 

- Meet with students and give them 

advice and feedback so they stay 

engaged 

- Remind students of what needs to be 

cleaned up 

Class Period #4: 

Set (5 minutes) 

- Tell students that we will be continuing to work on our project 

today  

- Have students get out all of their materials to work 

Development (45 minutes) 

- In this period students will be finishing their final copy of their 

project, as well as getting their materials and presentation ready 

Closure (5 minutes) 

- Ask students to begin to clean up  

- Tell students that they can work on their project at home if they like 

Classroom Management Strategies: 

 

 

 

- Scan room and circulate to see that  

students are on task 

- Meet with students and give them 

advice and feedback so they stay 

engaged 

- Remind students of what needs to be 

cleaned up 

Class Period #5: 

Set (5 minutes) 

- Tell students that we will be continuing to work on our project 

today and it will be the last day to work on it 

- Have students get out all of their materials to work 

Development (45 minutes) 

- In this period students will be finishing their final copy of their 

project, as well as getting their materials and presentation ready 

Closure (5 minutes) 

- Ask students to begin to clean up  

- Tell students that they can work on their project at home if they like 

Classroom Management Strategies: 

 

 

- Scan room and circulate to see that  

students are on task 

- Meet with students and give them 

advice and feedback so they stay 

engaged 

- Remind students of what needs to be 

cleaned up 

 


